LONG MELFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Offices, Cordell Road, Long Melford, Suffolk CO10 9EH
Tel: 01787 378084 Email: clerk@longmelford-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES OF
Meeting of the Full Parish Council
Meeting called for: 7:30pm, Thursday 1st July 2021
Location: The Community Centre, Old School, Long Melford, Suffolk CO10 9DX
Councillors present: I. Bartlett, R. Delderfield, J. Ewbank, R. Kemp, L. Malvisi (Chair), J. Nunn, S. Powell,
L. Tipper, D. Watts
Councillors absent: J. Lines, C. Michette, R. Michette, J. Watts
Also attending: D. Lovelock (Parish Clerk), One member of the public
If not attached to this Agenda then associated documents referred to in it are available
online at www.longmelford-pc.gov.uk, or from the Parish Clerk on request.
The Chair opened the meeting at 7:02pm. The following Agenda Items were addressed.
PROCEDURAL MATTERS
21/07-1
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs C. Michette, R. Michette, and J. Watts.
21/07-2
Declarations of Interest & Requests for Dispensation
No declarations of interest were received.
No requests for dispensation were received.
21/07-3
MOTION: Accuracy of Minutes
Cllr D. Watts asked for a typographic error in Minute 21/06-10 (6) to be corrected.
Resolved, that subject to the required correction being made, the Council confirms the accuracy of the Minutes for the
rd
Full Parish Council Meeting held 3 June 2021, and that the Chair authorises the Clerk to apply the Chair's signature to
them electronically.
21/07-4
Public Participation
A member of the public spoke to support Motions 21/07-8 (3) and 21/07-8 (9), in particular urging the Parish Council to
implement the Melford Walk Management Plan. They stated that they considered it vital that the Parish Council should
meet its obligations and responsibilities regarding maintenance of the Walk, and work with Suffolk County Council (SCC) to
this end. They recommended that under item 21/07-8 (9) iii, the work should include the creation of a pond to increase
biodiversity, and that reviewing the approach taken by Clare Town Council to the management of its circular walks and
country park could prove useful.

COUNTY AND DISTRICT THE COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The following reports were received and noted.
21/07-5 (1)

County Councillor's Report
Cllr Kemp apologised for the lack of a written report, which he said he would furnish at a later date. He said
that a meeting had been held with SCC Highways Department regarding the proposed traffic island in Hall
Street, at which SCC had rejected the idea on the grounds that the installation would pose a safety hazard
for reversing vehicles. The alternative of a Puffin Crossing was being looked at. Cllr Delderfield commented
that SCC seemed more concerned with vehicles than people.

21/07-5 (2)

District Councillors' Report (Appendix 16)
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PARISH CLERK'S REPORTS
To receive and note the following reports, and consider any matters arising from them.
21/07-6 (1)

Parish Clerk's Report (Appendix 1)
Items 3 (2022 Platinum Jubilee) and 4 (2022 Festival of Suffolk) - It was noted that local community groups
and some members of the public had already expressed an interest in arranging events. It was agreed that
the Councillors would liaise with them during July, with a view to bringing ideas, and a proposal for the
formation of Working Party, to the Council for consideration at its the August 2021 meeting.

21/07-6 (2)

Council Action Plan Review (Appendix 2)
Item 19/171 (Hills Charity Land) - Cllr Deldefierld reported that information provided by Cllr Kemp regarding
people with historic knowledge of the land use had been forwarded to the solicitors, but there had been no
response to date; he would be progressing the matter with them shortly.
Item 19/187 (Melford Green Parking) – Cllr Ewbank advised that a planning application was in hand for the
installation of gates and boundary sleepers at the Upper Green Car Park. The cost of the work, which was
now expected to be less than originally anticipated, was to be shared equally between the Parish Council
and the Holy Trinity Church.
Item 20/11-11(c)ii (GDPR Training) – In answer to an enquiry from Cllr Delderfield the Clerk reported that
the training was being sourced.
Cllr Nunn enquired about the status of the Upper Green Beacon refurbishment (not listed). The Clerk
apologised for the omission, and confirmed that that Sudbury Community Wardens had been commissioned
to carry out the work.

COUNCIL FINANCIAL MATTERS AS LISTED
To receive and agree the following financial items, and consider any matters arising from them.
21/07-7 (1)
MOTION: Payments Schedule (Appendix 3)
Cllrs Tipper and Ewbank advise that, following negotiations with the contractor, the bill for Country Park essential sewage
works and the purchase of two new pumps had been reduced by £300.
The Councillors asked the Clerk to check with the RFO the figures for ETF Ltd.; they agreed that the overall costs were
correct, but some values appeared to have been transposed between the company's invoices.
Resolved, that the Council agrees the Payment Schedule for July 2021.
21/07-7 (2)
Cashbook Report (Appendix 4)
The Cashbook Report for May 2021 was received and noted.
21/07-7 (3)
MOTION: 2020-21 CIL Expenditure Report (Appendix 5)
The Councillors reviewed the 2020-21 CIL Expenditure Report and queried the sum listed for Phase 3 Street Lighting. It
was agreed that form acceptance should be deferred pending clarification from the RFO at the next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED
21/07-8 (1)
MOTION: Co-Option of New Councillor to Council Committees
Resolved, that having received applications for membership from newly elected Cllr Scott Powell, he is co-opted to the
following Council sub-groups:
 The Planning Committee
 The Emergency Planning Committee
 The Village Volunteers Group Committee
 The PIIP Working Group
21/07-8 (2)
MOTION: Public Seating (Appendix 6)
The Councillors decided that not all of the recommended seating was needed, and that a different type of bench should
be sourced to meet the Upper Green requirement.
Resolved, that the Council purchases additional public seating under its existing, approved budget as follows:
 2no. Forest Garden 1.2m Sleeper Benches - £188.58 (Old Churchyard)
 1no. Marmax Plastic Rainbow Picnic Bench - £389.00 (Cordell Place Play Area)
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21/07-8 (3)
MOTION: Long Melford Biodiversity Project – Minor Grant Application (Appendix 7)
Resolved, that the Council agrees to the following:
i. The appointment of Ms Jane Burch and Cllr Ewbank to be the key contacts for the LMPC Biodiversity Project, and
informing Mr Emmerson at Babergh District Council (BDC) accordingly.
ii. For the key contacts to meet with Mr Emmerson regarding making a Minor Grant application regarding the project.
iii. That following receipt of advice from Mr Emmerson, LMPC makes a Minor Grant application for £1,000 to be used for
the funding of the LMPC Biodiversity Project costs.
21/07-8 (4)
MOTION: Admission of the Public to Council Meetings (Appendix 8)
The Councillors were unable to decide the conditions which should define whether, in accordance with The Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, meetings of its Committees and Working Groups shall be open to the public. The Clerk
was asked to make enquiries with other local councils to ascertain how they dealt with the matter, and to raise it again at
the August 2021 meeting.
21/07-8 (5)
MOTION: Purchase of Leaf Blower (Appendix 9)
Resolved, that the Council accepts a quotation from WJ Green for the purchase of BGA 86 Battery Blower with an AP300
Battery and Charger, at a cost of £356.25 ex VAT.
21/07-8 (6)
MOTION: Cordell Place Play Area
Resolved,
i. That the Council asks the PIIP Working Group to take over the consideration of improving the Cordell Place Play Area
and report back to the Parish Council with its recommendations at the August 2021 FPC meeting.
ii. That subject to the agreement of Point i. above, the Cordell Place Play Area Working Group is dissolved.
21/07-8 (7)
MOTION: Melford Walk Handrail Installation (Appendix 10)
Resolved, that the Council agrees to the installation of wooden handrail (comprising 4 posts and rail) at the stepped
entrance to the Melford Walk opposite Roman Way, with the cost of the materials to be paid by a local resident and the
installation to be provided free of charge by a local builder. This work is to be subject to the following conditions:
i. That the volunteers have suitable skills and are supervised so as to carry out the work safely.
ii. That the insurance situation regarding the volunteers is confirmed.
iii. That no work is to be undertaken during the nesting season which would be detrimental to nesting birds.
21/07-8 (8)
MOTION: Melford Walk Safe Access (Appendix 11)
Cllr Kemp confirmed that an email from a parishioner regarding disabled access to the Walk had been forwarded to the
SCC Public Right of Way Team for comment. It was agreed that Cllr Tipper would look into the availability of BDC grant
funding to provide financial assistance for the project, and Cllr Kemp added that he might be able to find some finds from
his locality budget also. It was further agreed that the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and the LMPC Biodiversity Group should be
approached for advice,
Resolved, that, subject to the maintenance work referred to in Motion 21/07-8 (9) being completed, the Council agrees in
principle to arranging for work to be carried out to provide safe access to the Melford Walk for wheelchairs, mobility
scooters, and pushchairs.
21/07-8 (9)
MOTION: Melford Walk Maintenance (Appendix 12)
Resolved, that the Council confirms that it will carry out ongoing maintenance work to the Melford Walk in accordance
with the Lease requirements and the Management Plan, and that it will decide at a later date to whom the work will be
assigned.
21/07-8 (10) MOTION: Neighbourhood Plan Amendment
Cllr Ewbank reported that informal discussions with Babergh District Council had taken place, as a result of which
disagreement between them and the Parish Council had come to light regarding the Rural Gap. Slight redrafting of the
Plan had taken place to accommodate advice received.
Resolved, that the Council notes an update regarding the Neighbourhood Plan progress and agrees changes to some
sections.
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21/07-8 (11) MOTION: Removal of Advertising Hoarding – Cllr Ewbank
It was agreed that Cllr Ewbank would write to businesses advertising on the hoarding to advise them of the Council's
intention to remove it, as it is falling into disrepair, contains obsolete information, and it does not conform to the Car
Park's refurbishment plan. It was accepted that there would be a consequent small loss of revenue to the Parish Council,
circa £165 per annum.
Resolved, that, subject to there being no objections from the advertising businesses, the providers are asked to remove
the Old School Car Park advertising hoarding as soon as possible.

REPORTS
To receive and note the following reports, and consider any matters arising from them.
21/07-9 (1)

Country Park Committee Report (Appendix 15)

MEETING SCHEDULE
21/07-10 Details of the Next Meeting
It was confirmed that the next Full Parish Council Meeting would be held at The Community Centre, Old School,
th
Long Melford, Suffolk CO10 9DX at 7:00pm Thursday 5 August.

ITEMS RELATING TO A CLOSED SESSION
21/07-11 (1) MOTION: Exclusion of the Public and Press
Resolved, that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting for Agenda item 21/07-11 (2) on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason
of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
21/07-11 (2) MOTION: Correspondence Received (Appendix 13)
Resolved, that the Council Chair will, on behalf of the Parish Council, deal with correspondence received containing
derogatory comments.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 9:40pm.

Signed:
L. Malvisi
Chair, Long Melford Parish Council

Date:
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Long Melford Parish Council

Meeting of the Full Parish Council
Thursday 1st July 2021

Meeting Pack
Members of the public can find copies of the documents listed below
on the Parish Council's website at http://www.longmelford-pc.gov.uk

Agenda Item
21/07-6 (1)
21/07-6 (2)
21/07-7 (1)
21/07-7 (2)
21/07-7 (3)
21/07-8 (2)
21/07-8 (3)
21/07-8 (4)
21/07-8 (5)
21/07-8 (7)
21/07-8 (8)
21/07-8 (9)
21/07-11 (2)
21/07-6 (1) 5
21/07-9 (1
21/07-5 (2)
NOTES

Appendix

Long Melford Parish Council

Appendix 1

Parish Clerk’s Report for the FPC Meeting July 2021
1.

Telephone & Broadband Contract
The Council's telephone and broadband contract has been renegotiated to extend it for a further
two years at a saving of £113.64 per annum.

2.

Christmas Lights – Eldon Cottage
The electric cable for the lights have been unplugged by the property owners pending its sale.
Sudbury Community Wardens have secured the trailing end.

3.

Platinum Jubilee Weekend June 2022
The Parish Council has been asked to participate in Platinum Jubilee Weekend of 2nd - 5th June
2022, including the lighting of beacons. A guide to participation has been circulated to Councillors.

4.

Festival of Suffolk 2022
H.M. Lord Lieutenant for Suffolk has invited the Parish Council to participate in the 2022 Festival of
Suffolk. Details have been circulated to Councillors.

5.

Bin Emptying
A complaint has been received from a member of the public regarding the frequency of emptying
for a litter bin in Little St. Mary’s (attached as Appendix 14).

6.

Public Seating
Three new benches have been installed in Hall Street, outside Chestnut House, Linden House, and
the Lime Tree Gallery.

7.

Annual Governance & Accountability Return
The external auditors have confirmed receipt of the AGAR Part 3 for 2021.

8.

Council's Electricity Supply
A certificate has been received from the Council's electricity provider, confirming that its supply to
Council premises is backed 100% by renewable sources.

9.

Tree and Hedge Planting
The LMPC Biodiversity Group has lodged a Tree & Hedge Planting Application with Babergh District
Council, to replace some dead trees, provide hedging for the entrance to the allotments pathways
and the graveyard area, and enhance the locality.

10.

Small Advertising Hoarding – Old School Car Park
The Old School Car Park Working Group and the Business Association have requested that the
providers of a small advertising hoarding in the Car Park are asked to remove it, as it is falling into
disrepair, the information and map it contains are now out of date, and its siting and design do not
conform with the Car Park's refurbishment plan. There will be a consequent small loss of revenue to
the Council, circa £165 per annum.

11.

Quiet Lanes Project
A letter has been sent to Acton Parish Council, for forwarding to SCC, confirming that LMPC supports
the designation of Mills Lane, the lane from Newmans Green to Cuckoo Tye, and Cuckoo Tye Lane as
Quiet Lanes.
Upper Green Ladies Toilet – Hand Dryer
The item remains out of commission after the electrician contracted to inspect it failed to attend.
Quotes for a replacement are being obtained.

12.
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Appendix 2

Actions Arising from Meetings
Agenda
Reference
19/171
(Jan 2020)

19/187
(Feb 2020)

Action Arising
Complete a land registry search to ascertain the ownership
of the Hills Charity Land
Resolve Melford Green access and parking issues

For Action
By
Cllr Delderfield
Cllr Ewbank
Cllr Nunn

Status

Review
Due

In the hands of the Land Registry and likely to take 6-12
months to complete

Jun-21

Investigating funding options for remedial work Working
Group planning to meet to discuss public consultation phase
of the project

Aug-21

Council to instruct solicitors to conduct a Land Registry
Search regarding the cricket playing field

Cllr Delderfield

In the hands of the Land Registry and likely to take 12-18
months to complete

Aug-21

20/03-17

Purchase additional VAS devices using over £3,600 of
allocated S106 money

The Clerk

Information for purchase assembled and funds available

Aug-21

20/07-15

Investigate the cost of proposed improvement works to the
village centre and report to the Council

Investigating the use of protective posts around mini-greens

Jul-21

20/08-17

Redraft the Civic Awards Policy

The Clerk

Pending

Jul-21

20/10-16

Investigate emp;loying an external contractor to revamp the
Council website

The Clerk

In progress

Jul-21

20/10-20

IT systems review

The Clerk

In progress

Jul-21

20/11-11 (c)i

Review the Council's arrangements for data control and
management, and make changes to improve security if
required

The Clerk

Pending

Sep-21

20/11-11 (c)ii

Make arrangements for Councillors, staff and contractors to
undergo data protection and GDPR training

The Clerk

Pending

Jul-21

20/11-11 (c)iii

Create and adopt a policy for the use of social media by
Councillors and Council staff

The Clerk

Pending

Jul-21

20/11-15 iii

Make Code of Conduct training available for Councillors

The Clerk

Pending

Jul-21

Cllr Kemp

Being progressed with SCC

Apr-21

19/194
(Feb 2020)

Cllr Bartlett
Cllr Ewbank

Pursue with the County Council the option of constructing a
central pedestrian refuge in Hall Street to facilitate safe
crossing of the road
Implement a recommendation by the Monitoring Officer
that Councillors and staff should receive training in conflict
resolution
Purchase new signage for the Country Park up to a
maximum of £3,550

The Clerk

Pending

Jul-21

Country Park
Committee

Pending

May-21

20/12-10 (5)3

Purchase new bins for the Park's car park area, up to a
maximum of £600

Country Park
Committee

Pending

May-21

21/01-10 (5)ii

Arrange for a risk assessment regarding cycling along the
Melford Walk to be conducted

The Clerk

Awaiting assessment report

Jun-21

21/03-10 (2)

Obtain further quotes for renovating the War Memorial and
quotes/tenders for replacing the Memorial with a new item
to the original design

The Clerk

In progress

Jun-21

21/04-10 (4)

Hold a meeting of the charity trustees to decide immediate
and future actions required

Cllr Delderfield

Pending

Jun-21

21/04-13

Ascertain the legal position regarding an alleged misuse of
Council stationery

The Clerk

In progress

Jun-21

21/04-E4

Redraft the revised Standing Orders for the Council's further
consideration

The Clerk

In progress

Jun-21

21/06-10 (2)

Handrails – Melford Walk

The Clerk

Contractor instructed

Aug-21

21/06-10 (3)

Tree Work

The Clerk

Contractor instructed

Aug-21

21/06-10 (4)

Country Park Toilet Plumbing Refurbishment

The Clerk

Contractor instructed

Aug-21

20/12-10 (1)

20/12-10 (3)

20/12-10 (5)1

Long Melford Parish Council
July 2021 payment schedule
Presented to the Parish Council meeting dated 1 July 2021
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Appendix 3
Contractual and other payments approved by Cllrs email since the last meeting
Besthost

Website hosting and domain renewal

Dave Crimmin

Clerking services

Paul Wilson Handyman
Diana Skrine
Jonathan Ewbank

Materials and labour for Melford in Bloom planters
Melford in Bloom plants
Melford in Bloom sundry costs

Chargecard payments authorised by the Clerk
First Tunnels
Accessories for school polytunnel, MIB
Society of Local Council Clerks
Clerk's 2021/22 membership
Besthost
website hosting and domain renewal

June 2021 payments for authorisation
Grown in Suffolk
Sudbury Office Supplies
Glasdon
Glasdon
4i Pumping Services Ltd
Baldwin Alarms
Baldwin Alarms
P Crawford
JA Griggs
Furniture@work
Babergh District Council
Indigo Ross
Gillian Ann
ETF Ltd
ETF Ltd
ETF Ltd
ETF Ltd
SLCC
Indigo Ross
Alan Sawyer
Richard Delderfield
Martin Richards

Melford in Bloom - care, planting and installation of plants
Printer paper, files and dividers
Litter bin sacks
3 Lowther seats
2 new Sulzer pumps and tanker call-outs for waste disposal
Sim card for Country Park CCTV - Annual contract
Alarm and monitoring for Country Park - Annual contract
Surfacing works at Old School car park
Electrical work at Old School car park
Deposit safe dual key lock for Old School donation box
Enhanced trade waste service at Old School
Neighbourhood Plan printing - balance of costs
Updating of Neighbourhood Plan website
Weekly cleaning of office and toilet, May 2021
Cleaning service at Upper Green toilets, May 2021
Weekly cleaning of office and toilet, June 2021
Cleaning service at Upper Green toilets, June 2021
2021/22 RFO Membership
Country Park signage design
June expenses
Postmix for Old School car park signage
Melford Walk risk assessment

Amount

VAT Accrual

Net Payment

paid by chargecard - see below
£150.00

£0.00

£150.00

£522.67
£126.91
£342.41
£1,141.99

£19.51
£21.15
£57.06
£97.72

£503.16
£105.76
£285.35
£1,044.27

£37.95
£208.00
£233.00
£478.95

£6.32
£0.00
£0.00
£6.32

£31.63
£208.00
£233.00
£472.63

£3,255.00
£31.28
£48.90
£1,786.07
£4,255.20
£172.80
£364.09
£56,591.81
£8,140.08
£183.60
£349.28
£940.50
£251.25
£150.00
£726.00
£746.00
£120.00
£144.00
£1,020.00
£123.85
£11.71
£30.00
£79,441.42

£0.00
£5.21
£8.15
£297.68
£709.20
£28.80
£60.68
£9,431.97
£1,356.68
£30.60
£0.00
£156.75
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£170.00
£15.95
£1.95
£0.00
£12,273.62

£3,255.00
£26.07
£40.75
£1,488.39
£3,546.00
£144.00
£303.41
£47,159.84
£6,783.40
£153.00
£349.28
£783.75
£251.25
£150.00
£726.00
£746.00
£120.00
£144.00
£850.00
£107.90
£9.76
£30.00
£67,167.80

Payments due prior to next meeting
Direct debit and standing orders approved by the Council in June 2021
July 2021 salary, pension and HMRC payments
Contractual payments arising from prior decisions of the Council
Payments arising from decisions of the Council on 3 June 2021
The payments above were authorised at the Parish Council meeting dated 1 July 2021
Councillor Signature:

Payments are made under powers available to the Council under the Localism Act 2011 sections 1-8
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Long Melford Parish Council
Cashbook report showing all income received and payments made in May 2021

20/06/2021: 20:14

Appendix 4
How paid
received

Payer

Description

Amount

VAT

Net

Council receipts during May 2021
FPI
Donor name withheld
BGC
HMRC
FPI
Donor name withheld
CP to Lloy CP Petty Cash
500476
Edwards Funeral Director
500476
Donor name withheld
500476
JS Munro
FPI
Christina Herbert
500478
Donor name withheld
500478
Westropp residents
500477
Budgens
NWBS Int Nationwide Building Society

MIB donation
VAT refund 201201 to
MIB donation
Apr CP car park donations
Villagordo Crem 4: B14
Country park donation
CP cafe, May
Albert, Crem 4: A16
Country park donation
Payment towards MIB
Defibrillator donation box
NWBS interest

150.00
4,028.73
200.00
93.71
820.00
100.00
120.00
820.00
100.00
300.00
68.71
28.88
6,830.03

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

150.00
4,028.73
200.00
93.71
820.00
100.00
120.00
820.00
100.00
300.00
68.71
28.88
6,830.03

Council payments during May 2021
DD
British Gas
DD
British Telecom
DD
Lloyds Bank Chargecard
DD
Lloyds Bank Chargecard
FPO
Alan Sawyer
FPO
Amberol Limited
FPO
Babergh District Council
FPO
Babergh District Council
FPO
ETF Ltd
FPO
ETF Ltd
FPO
Grown in Suffolk
FPO
Grown in Suffolk
FPO
Heelis and Lodge
FPO
ICCM
FPO
ICCM
FPO
Susanne Dixon
FPO
Susanne Dixon
FPO
Paul Wilson Handyman Services
FPO
Perrywood
FPO
Rialtas Business Solutions
FPO
Suffolk Assn of Local Councils
FPO
Suffolk Assn of Local Councils
FPO
TA Accounts
FPO
VR Electricals Ltd
DD
British Gas
DD
EOn

Electricity to 12/4/21
Cemetery Manager mobile
PDF software
Paint for LM Comm volunteers
April expenses
860mm Barrel Planter
2021/22 churchyard refuse
Old School refuse
Upper Green toilets, Apr
Cordell Road toilets, Apr
Filling new planters with soil
Water planters, barrels, Apr
Internal audit for 2020/21
ICCM 2021/22 memb, LMPC
2021/22 ICCM Memb, AS
April Ranger contract
April CP sundries
Country Park maintenance
MIB plants
2020/21 accounts closedown
2021/22 NALC subs
2021/22 SALC subs
May payroll
Cricket Club defib installation
Electricity to 21/04/21
Electricity to 08/05/21

60.20
22.10
23.11
196.80
144.97
4,276.44
295.00
265.00
803.60
112.00
210.00
60.00
310.00
95.00
95.00
550.00
254.17
161.52
110.87
432.00
225.57
810.44
6,423.40
240.00
71.38
73.59
16,322.16

2.86
3.68
0.00
32.80
13.61
712.74
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
42.37
21.09
18.50
72.00
0.00
0.00
6.80
0.00
3.39
3.50
933.34

57.34
18.42
23.11
164.00
131.36
3,563.70
295.00
265.00
803.60
112.00
210.00
60.00
310.00
95.00
95.00
550.00
211.80
140.43
92.37
360.00
225.57
810.44
6,416.60
240.00
67.99
70.09
15,388.82

Payments are made under powers available to the Council under the Localism Act 2011 sections 1-8
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Appendix 5

Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Expenditure Report
Long Melford Parish Council
1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021

A

Total CIL income balance carried forward from previous year

£
85,957.02

B

Total CIL income received in reporting year (receipts)

23,124.92

C

Total CIL spent within reporting year (expenditure, net of
recoverable VAT)
Total CIL allocated but not yet spent to an agreed project
(expenditure, net of recoverable VAT)
Total CIL requested to be repaid in the year

D

Total value of CIL receipts subject to a Repayment Notice served in
any year that has not been repaid
Total CIL repaid in the year following a Repayment Notice

E

Total CIL retained at year end (A+B-C-D)

0.00
103,000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
109,081.94

Note 1: CIL Expenditure – Spent Funds
Items to which CIL Funds have been spent (net of recoverable VAT)
No expenditure has been incurred prior to 31 March 2021

0.00

Note 2: CIL Expenditure – Allocated Funds (not yet spent)
Items to which CIL Funds have been allocated but not yet spent (net of recoverable VAT)
Phase 3 street lighting – work has been completed and the County
75.000.00
Council’s invoice is awaited
Improvement to the car park at the Old School Community Centre
28,000.00

This statement was adopted by Long Melford Parish Council on Thursday 1 July 2021.

Signed:

__________________________

Position:

Chairman

Signed:

__________________________

Position:

Responsible Finance Officer

Following adoption this statement was uploaded to the Parish Council’s website

Appendix 6

PUBLIC SEATING UPGRADE PROJECT - PIIP Report May 2020 Clause 9.5 & Minute 20/06-E10
Total Budget £5,000.00
Agreed & Ordered
1 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, outside Chestnut House
1 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, outside Lime Tree Gallery (Don Watson Memorial Bench)
1 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, outside Linden House, north of the George & Dragon

£496.13
£0.13
£496.13

Remaining Budget £4,503.74
RECOMMENDED FUTHER PURCHASES
Old Churchyard
2 x Forest Garden Forest Sleeper Bench 1.2 m, Pressure Treated

£188.58

Upper Green
2 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, near the Holy Trinity Hospital

£1,041.88

Hall Street
1 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, outside the Bull Hotel, on the grass facing the road (next to visitor
information board)

£520.94

1 x Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats, outside Melford Court looking towards The Manse and The Gables,
diagonally inline with path.
Cordell Place Play Area
1 x Marmax Heavy Duty Recycled Plastic Picnic Bench (Rainbow), 1.5M(L) X 1.3M(W) X 0.8 (H)

£520.94

£389.00
Balance £1,842.40

Forest Garden Forest Sleeper Bench

Glasdon Lowther Seat (Black) with Brown Enviropol Slats

Marmax Heavy Duty Recycled Plastic Picnic Bench (Rainbow)

Public Donation £496.00

LMPC Biodiversity Project – Minor Grant Application

Appendix 7

The children at Long Melford Primary School, and Long Melford Scouts, are growing
trees and flowers from seed to support the Parish Council’s drive to raise awareness
of biodiversity.
Enquiries with Roy Emmerson, B&MSDC Communities Officer for Grants & Funding,
have established that the Long Melford Biodiversity Project could be eligible for a
Minor Grant upon application, of up to £1,000 of the total project costs.
Mr Emmerson has asked for the name of a key contact for the project, upon receipt
of which he will arrange a meeting with them to discuss the project and Minor Grant
application process in detail. At the same time he will send a copy of the grant
application forms and guidance notes.
In pursuance of the above, it is proposed that Long Melford Parish Council agrees to
the following:
i.

The appointment of an individual to be the key contact for the LMPC
Biodiversity Project, and informing Mr Emmerson accordingly.

ii.

For the key contact to meet with Mr Emmerson regarding making a Minor
Grant application regarding the project.

iii. That following receipt of advice from Mr Emmerson, LMPC makes a Minor
Grant application for £1,000 to be used for the funding of the LMPC
Biodiversity Project costs.

Cllr J. Ewbank

Appendix 8
Admission of the Public to Council Meetings
The criteria for deciding if Long Melford Parish Council Committee and Working
Group meetings should be open to public admission remains undefined. It is
strongly recommended that the criteria should now be established and incorporated
in the Council's Standing Orders, which are currently under revision.
The legal basis for the public being able to attend council meetings is embodied in
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. The Act applies to parish
councils and states as follows:
1

Admission of public to meetings of local authorities and other bodies.
(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, any meeting of a local authority or other body exercising public
functions, being an authority or other body to which this Act applies, shall be open to the public.
(2)

A body may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part
of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the
resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where such a
resolution is passed, this Act shall not require the meeting to be open to the public during
proceedings to which the resolution applies.

(6)

When a body to which this Act applies resolves itself into committee, the proceedings in
committee shall for the purposes of this Act be treated as forming part of the proceedings of the
body at the meeting.

An examination of current LMPC meetings has revealed that whether or not a
Committee or Working Group has delegated powers is not being used as a definitive
determining factor regarding public admission.

D. Lovelock
Clerk to the Parish Council

Purchase of Leaf Blower
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From: Alan Sawyer <alansawyer9@googlemail.com>
Date: Wed, 28 Apr 2021, 09:58
Subject: Estimate for blower
To: Roy Spong <roy.spong@wjgreen.co.uk>
Good morning Roy
Could you give me an estimate for a BGA 86 battery blower with 1 AP 300 battery and charger.
I have I charger for the 200 is this the same? If so I will only require the battery.

Best regards
Alan

On Tue, 4 May 2021, 12:51 Roy Spong, <roy.spong@wjgreen.co.uk> wrote:
Hi Alan,
our price for the items described is £356.25 ex vat and we have in stock.
Regards,
Roy

Proposed Melford Walk Handrail Location
Opposite Roman Way

Appendix 10

Melford Walk Safe Access

Appendix 11

Options for Safe Access Routes for Wheelchairs,
Mobility Scooters, and Pushchairs
My suggestion would be to look at how most of the walk could be accessed by
wheelchair users. Flat access onto the walk is accessible at the far end of Roman
Way by the cut through to Swanfield. The entrance would need to be made slightly
wider to allow for wheelchairs to easily gain access. The wheelchair user would then
be able to turn left onto the Melford Walk and travel along to almost the end of the
walk and either leave at the wider area near Hopkins Home development access via
the tarmac path, or turn round safely and travel back to the Roman Way/Swanfield
entrance.
In order for wheelchairs, pushchairs and mobility scooters to have safe access
maintenance work would need to be carried out on the Melford Walk. This would
include removal of dead, low hanging branches, clearing the drainage ditches need
clearing before the Autumn rains come again. I would also recommend a four to six
week mow during the spring/summer to allow for a 2 metre path at all times
throughout the year. All terrain wheelchairs, mobility scooters, and pushchairs
would be more suitable for the length of the Melford Walk as there are some areas
where the ground is soft and uneven all year round.
I had a conversation with the Managing Director of a local mobility vehicle company
last year regarding a matter in the Country Park, and at the time they expressed a
real interest in being able to help promote their all-terrain/off road mobility
scooters. I think it would be worth having a further conversation with the MD to see
whether he would like to collaborate / sponsor improvements to the Walk to allow
safe passage for those with disabilities. When I spoke to him he said that his
company would be keen to work with the Parish Council in the future.
In my opinion Wheelchair access would be impossible via the 4 steep slopes (1 at
Station Road, 2 at Roman Way culvert and 1 at the end on Bull Lane). This is because
any sort of ramp/wheelchair access has to comply with building regulations and the
1:12 ratio applies, which means that for every 1 inch of rise 12 inches of length of
ramp is required. If we assume that the railway embankment is 2 metres high
(I think it’s even higher at the Station Road/Roman Way accesses) you would be
looking at a minimum of 24 metres of ramp for a wheelchair to safely access the
slopes. The 24 metres is a very minimum as there is also a requirement every certain
length of ramp to have flat landing.

Cllr Lisa Tipper

Maintenance Work Required on the Melford Walk
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The footpath is currently very narrow in places and, apart from one mow earlier in
the spring, no maintenance work has been carried out along it. The fast-growing
season and recent heavy rain has caused dozens of branches and shrubs to be low
hanging and encroaching upon the footpath, making it quite a challenge to walk
through from one end to the other. These items should be cut back to allow for safe
passage.
The ditches and water pipes need to be cleared and readied for heavy rain that is
likely to occur over Autumn/Winter period. Last year the footpath was flooded in
many areas, which made parts of it unpassable and caused walkers to encroach into
the dense scrub to avoid walking through the deep water. The ditches will probably
need to be cleared by a small digger.
Currently the footpath is only cut twice a year by Suffolk County Council. During the
spring and summer months it would be better to have more regular mows (e.g.
every 4 to 6 weeks), to ensure that a clear 2 metre path is maintained. At the
moment there are lots of nettles and brambles spilling over onto what is already a
very narrow footpath. In most places it is so narrow that the path doesn’t allow for
walkers to safely pass each other, and you have to step into the scrub to allow for
others to pass.
So far seven residents have expressed to me that they would like to help on working
party groups to maintain the footpath and nature reserve. Could the LMPC Village
Volunteer Group work with them to carry out this maintenance work?

Cllr Lisa Tipper

Correspondence Received
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Details redacted on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of its
confidential nature.

Complaint re Bin Emptying

Appendix 14

From:
Date: 15/06/2021 07:22 (GMT+00:00)
To: nunnj@longmelford-pc.gov.uk
Subject: Litter bin - Little St. Mary’s
I feel it should be brought to the attention of the Parish Council that, despite there
being a dedicated bin at the junction of Liston Lane, the LITTER bin outside Garage
House/White Cottage is frequently used for the disposal of dog waste and,
particularly in hot weather, stinks because it has not been emptied for a number of
days. This means that whenever I leave my home, I am met with the stench of dog
faeces simply because the bin needs to be emptied on a much more regular basis.
Indeed, as I write this, that bin is actually brimming full!

From: nunnj@longmelford-pc.gov.uk [mailto:nunnj@longmelford-pc.gov.uk]
Sent: 15 June 2021 08:21
To:
; Parish Council
Subject: RE: Litter bin - Little St. Mary’s
Morning
I will forward this to the Clerk.
Regards John N

Sent from my Galaxy

Appendix 15
Country Park Report 28th June 2021
The park and nature reserve is looking particularly lovely at the moment and
the policy of letting the grass grow in much of the park is proving to be a real
success.
We are only mowing the bowl and maintaining the paths and walkways, and by
keeping the paths and walkways defined means visitors are keeping to the
paths.
The park is a haven for different grasses and wildflowers with plenty of
odonata, especially damselflies and particularly very many Banded Damoiselles,
especially along the river.
The decision to block off the unofficial footpath at the front of the park and
allow the area to “wild” has improved the biodiversity in that part of the park
and it has become a bird and wildlife hotspot with a variety of bird species
nesting and feeding. This is also one of five sites around the park where we are
carrying out reptile survey work.
The Breeding Bird Survey data is now collected and the data will be assessed
soon and a moth survey is about to be set up.
Following a very welcome visit of registered owl experts we are now looking to
make 3 more barn owl boxes for installation in the autumn with positions
already identified with help from the experts. Also, in the autumn we will look
at rectifying issues with existing owl box but it is being left to see out the full
breeding season.
We have the SWT Community Wildlife Advisor visiting soon.
And the new signage will be up hopefully in the next few weeks – a project that
has taken longer than hoped!

Cllr L. Tipper

Appendix 16
District Councillors Combined Report by Cllr Malvisi and Cllr Nunn
Council to provide financial lifeline for local projects
Applications are now open for this year's Locality Awards funding – enabling
communities to improve facilities, learn new skills and work towards becoming
environmentally sustainable.
Read the full story

Learn about the impact of air pollution
Following on from Clean Air Day last Thursday, Public Health Suffolk has published its Air Quality
Profile to increase local knowledge about the impacts of air pollution and to act as a catalyst for
further action.
Alongside this, over the next 12 months, the county's public health team will be hosting information
sessions and workshops for council staff, NHS staff and local councillors on air quality.
View the Air Quality Profile

Environment

BDC is on track to introduce HVO fuel into its waste collection vehicles and the scheme should launch
in July, making Babergh a lead authority in this area. It will greatly reduce
the CO2 emissions and with the bio diversity plan taking shape our district
is moving towards achieving its environmental goals.

Create Your Life!
An exhibition showcasing the power of storytelling, entitled Create Your Life - The
Experience, will be taking place in Ipswich in July and August.
It's designed to inspire young people aged 11 to 16, helping them to discover their
genius so that they can become the authors of their stories, create their own narrative
and live the life they want to experience.
The importance of our shared history through different cultures will also be celebrated
by an event at The Hold in Fore Street on 17 July and 14 August between 10am and
1pm. Find out more, reserve a place and register

